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'tis Strange - but true; for truth is always strange; stranger than fiction.
Lord Byron; English poet

1 G R A M M A R  past perfect

a Complete the sentences with the past 
perfect form  of the verbs in parentheses.

1 My plants were dead because my neighbor

hadn't watered them, (not water)

2 I couldn’t get into my apartment because I

my key. (forget)

3 The teacher was angry because we

_______________ our homework, (not do)

4 The man lent me his newspaper after he 

_______ _ _ ___ it. (read)

5 They got to the theater after the movie 

 ______________ (start)

b  Write questions in the past perfect.

1 A I saw Oceans Thirteen last weekend.

B you / see it / before

Had you seen it before?

2 A I finished The Lord o f the Rings last week. 

B you / read it / before

c Make the two sentences into one. Use the past perfect and the 
simple past in each sentence.

1 I drank a lot of coffee. Then I couldn’t fall asleep.

I I cou ldn t fall asleep because I had drunk a lot of coffee

2 He grew a beard. After that, she didn’t recognize him.

She because

3 I didn’t send her a birthday card. After that she didn’t speak to

me for a week. 

S h e   _____ because

4 We left the door unlocked. Then the thieves got in easily.

The thieves because

5 I forgot my library card. Then I couldn’t take any books from

the library.

I because

d  Circle the correct verb.

3 A My parents were in Thailand last month. 

B they / be there / before

4 A We ate sushi last night. 

B you / eat it / before

5 A Carlos flew a plane last week 

B he / fly one / before

When I introduced Sue 

and Tim at my party, 

they were sure they

They 2 finally discovered / 

had finally discovered 

they 3 were / had been

on the same vacation tour 

the year before.

I was looking for my cell phone

yesterday morning, but I couldn't

find it, I was sure I 4 didn't lose

/ hadn't lost it, because I

5 saw / had seen it twenty

minutes before. Then I realized 

that I 6 left / had left it in my 

pant pocket, and I 7 put / 

had put my pants in the

washing machine!



5 heard / had heard a

strange noise in her house.

I 9 went / had gone to 

look, and I found that 

someone 10 broke / 

had broken into the house.

Luckily, he (or she!) 11 already left / had already left

when I got there, and they 12 didn't steal / hadn't stolen 

much - just the TV.

b lU uu
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2 PRONUNCIATION vowel sounds

a Write the words in the correct group.

week name behave hit 
asked sit hospital saveo

fast people 
ast screamed

b  Practice saying the words.

3 VOCABULARY adverbs
Complete the stories with these words.

luckily unfortunately accid 
immediately (x2) strangely

suddenly (x2)

T" rv

! the windshield and cut her hea \ h i
\ A / i took

I 8

More Words to Learn
Write translations and try  to rem em ber the words.

Word Pronunciation Translation

highway noun /'haiwei/

porter noun /'porter/

ticket noun /'tikat/

arrest verb fa'rest/

behave verb /bi'heiv/

commit a crime verb /ks'mit 3 kraim/

jump verb /d3Amp/

rob verb /rob/

scream verb /skrim/

snore verb /snor/

Can you complete these sentences with the 
past perfect?

|  I passed the exam easily because ... 
f j  I didn't want to see the movie because ... 

|  The teacher was angry with me because . 
5  I couldn't take any photos because ...

I wasn't very hungry because ...■XvV.........
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Women still remember the first kiss after men have forgotten the last.
Remy de Gourmont, French writer
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reported speech

Complete the reported speech. 

Direct speech

1 I live in a small 

apartment

Reported speech

She said she

lived in a small apartment >

2 “Are you a new student? 

He asked m e _________

»

3 “Have you been here long? 

He asked m e ________ __

)>

4 “Where do your parents live?

2 I don't like it much. He told me he 5 “What are you studying? yy

3 I'm studying English She told me she 6 “Where did you go to high school? yy

4 I've been to New York. He told me he
7 “Are you interested in computers? yy

5 ! haven't read the paper. She said she
8 “Whats your phone number? yy

7

8

I woke up really early.

I got home at 11:00.

I won't forget.

&

He said he

wW s a g

She told me she

He said he

Change the questions from direct speech to 
reported  speech.

c Write w hat the people said.

1 He asked me if I wanted a drink.
cc Do _ y o u  want a drink? yy

2 They said that they didn’t like their boss.
ccWe our boss”

3 I said that I would talk to him later.
cc I to you later.”

4 We told him that we could take him to the station.
ccWe you to the station.”

5 She said that she hadn’t been here long
cc I here long.”

6 I asked him what he would do next.
ccWhat you _ next? yy

7 He told me that he didn’t want to go to the party.
cc I to go to the party”

8 You said that you’d wait for me
cc I for you.”

V\a a/A/vvfyv 
IAA/ l\FtRsryXAR  s t u d e n t s

■ I  r ■ I■ ■

1 “Would you like a coffee?”

He asked me i f  I wanted a coffee.



2 VOCABULARY say, tellf or askl

a Circle the correct words,

1 I said /(told) the salesperson I was very unhappy with 

my new TV.

2 “Where's the swimming pool?” she told / asked,

3 She said / told that she would meet me at 7:00 p.m.

4 He told / asked me if I would so out with him.

I’m really sorry” said / told Jill.

6 The taxi driver asked / told me if I wanted a receipt.

b Complete the sentences with said, told ,  or asked.

1 We our teacher that we would be late

for class.

2 You

3 I _

4 We

you’d be there at lunchtime.

you that the computer didn’t work.

_  him if he wanted to ^o to the movies

with us. 

H e___ me he would be iate.

h i the receptionist if there were any

messages for me.

3 PRONUNCIATION rhyming verbs
a Circle the two verbs that rhym e in each group.

woke) (broke) wore

h ought wrote caught 

: st stood should 

^aid said made 

' t i n t  preferred heard 

■ . i  tried lived

tore sold

More Words to Learn
Write translations and try  to rem em ber the words.

Word Pronunciation Translation

bride noun /braid/

hold verb /hould/

let (somebody) know verb /1st nou/

shine verb /Jain/

whisper verb /'wispsr/

almost adverb /'olmoust/

tight adverb /tait/

by your side /bai yor said/
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Can you report what these people say?
i 1# * i t

mm

■ ,'i § v ' f.

Do you want a drink?" 
"I don't like the music."

I  "Do you live in the city?"sgts; %
*  -m

"I'm a student."
"Can I drive you home?"

»

FILES

Complete each sentence with one word.

I knocked at the door, but____________ answered
You eat too____________ fries and cookies.

If# : m
■ * ■ XI |

IM Mm mmi 1
V; ■■ ' ;I 'I

Don't wear your shoes in the house. Take 
____________ off!
A I didn't do my homework last night.
B Neither____________ I.
We arrived too late. The game_________ ended.
The room was empty. Everybody had home
My father said that he 
He asked me_______

very angry with me.
I wanted to dance with him.

b - r savins the verbs.
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