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Once upon a time, there lived a
boy called Dick Whittington. He
had no parents, and he had no
money.

One day Dick said, “I'm going to
London to look for work.”
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London was a long way away.

Dick walked for miles and miles.

It took him a long time and when

he got there, it was not at all
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In London there were lots of big
houses and lots of shops.

“There will be work for me here,”
said Dick.

So Dick went to all the big houses
and all the shops, but there was
no work for him.



Dick had nowhere to go. He was

so tired that he went to sleep in

the doorway of a big house. A
cook came out of the door.

she said.

You can’t sleep here!”
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Go away at once.
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Just then, the man who lived in the
house came home. He was called
Mr Fitzwarren, and he was very rich.

“This boy has nowhere to go,”
he said to the cook. “Let him work
in the kitchen.”
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So Dick started work in the
kitchen. He worked hard all
day, and Mr Fitzwarren was
very pleased.

At night, he slept in a room at
the very top of the house. The
room was only big enough for
Dick’s bed. /3




But every night, as Dick tried to
sleep, rats and mice jumped
about on his bed.

“A cat would catch all these rats
and mice,” said Dick. “I will go
and buy a cat.”
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The next day, Dick saw a woman
who had a beautiful cat to sell.

“Can this cat catch rats and
mice?” said Dick.

“This cat is the best rat and
mouse catcher in the whole of
London,” said the woman.

“Then I would like to
buy her,” said Dick.
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Dick gave the woman one penny,
and he took the cat home.

When Dick went to bed that night,
the cat chased the rats and mice
away. At last, Dick had a good
night’s sleep.
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Mr Fitzwarren had a beautiful
daughter called Alice. Alice
wanted to help Dick. )

“My father has lots of ships,”

she said. “He sells goods to rich
people in countries far away. |
Give him something to sell, J
and then you can be rich.” '
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“What can I sell?” said Dick. I o '
“All I have is my cat.” “NY
“Then my father will take your 2

cat and sell it,” said Alice.

Dick didn’t want to sell his cat,
but he wanted to please Alice.




Dick gave his cat to Mr Fitzwarren.

“This cat is the best rat and mouse
catcher in the whole of London,”
said Dick. “Will you sell her for me?”

“Yes,” said Mr Fitzwarren.




Dick missed his cat. Every night,
the rats and mice came back and
jumped about on Dick’s bed. This
made Dick very unhappy.

“I don’t like London,” said Dick.
“I'm going back home.”




So the next day, Dick set out for
home. Just as he was leaving
London, he heard the church
bells.

“Turn again, Whittington,

Lord mayor of London.

Turn again, Whittington,

Thrice mayor of London.”

“The bells are calling me back to
London!” said Dick.



So Dick didn’t leave London,
he turned and went back to

Mr Fitzwarren’s house. When
he reached the house everyone
was asleep. No one had seen
him leave.
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As Dick was sleeping in his bed,
Mr Fitzwarren’s ship was sailing
to a country far away. The King
and Queen of the country wanted
to buy some goods. As he was
leaving the ship to go and see
them, Mr Fitzwarren took Dick’s
cat with him.




The King and Queen had a
beautiful palace, but there were
mice and rats running all over it.

Mr Fitzwarren said, “I have a cat
that can help you.”

And Dick’s cat chased all the rats
and mice away.
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The King and Queen wanted to
buy Dick’s cat, but the cat wanted
to go home.

The King and Queen said, “This
beautiful cat has helped us. Take
her home, and give this money
to her master.”

So Mr Fitzwarren took the cat
back to London.
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When Mr Fitzwarren came home,
he gave the money and the cat to
Dick. Dick was pleased to have

the money, and he was even more
pleased to see his cat again. The
money made him rich, and not

long after, he married Alice. M
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So Dick, Alice and the cat lived
happily ever after.

And the people of London made
Dick the lord mayor-just as the
bells had said.
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Read It Yourself is a series of graded readers
designed to give young children a confident
and successful start to reading.

Read It Yourself Level 4
Clear type

Level 4 is suitable for children who are ready
to read longer stories with a wider vocabulary.
The stories are told in a simple way and with ® Wider and more interesting vocabulary
a richness of language which makes reading ®
a rewarding experience. Repetition of new

vocabulary reinforces the words the child is

learning and exciting illustrations bring the

action to life.

About this book [

At this stage children may prefer to read the
story aloud to an adult without first discussing I,
the pictures. Although children are now ._
progressing towards silent, independent

reading, they need to know that adult help

and encouragement is readily available.

When children meet a word they do not know,

these words can be worked out by looking at S s Rt T
the beginning letter (what sound does this letter '
make?) and other sounds the child recognises
within the word. The child can then decide
which word makes sense.

® [ull, exciting story

Detailed pictures for added entertainment
and discussion

ext day, Dick set ot for
o s he wos leaving

he heard the © hwrch

Whattinglon.
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him leave

Nearly independent readers need lots of praise
and encouragement.
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Read it yourself

A series of popular, traditional tales written in
a simple way for children who are learning to read.

for children who are ready to
take their first steps in reading
The Enormous Turnip « The Magic Porridge Pot I

The Three Billy Goats Gruff « The Ugly Duckling
Goldilocks and the Three Bears + Little Red Hen

for beginner readers who can read
short simple sentences with help I
The Gingerbread Man « The Three Little Pigs
Town Mouse and Country Mouse - Chicken Licken
Little Red Riding Hood - Sly Fox and Red Hen I

for more confident readers who
can read simple stories with help

The Elves and the Shoemaker - Rapunzel
Thumbelina - Jack and the Beanstalk
Puss in Boots - Hansel and Gretel

longer stories for more
fluent readers

The Pied Piper of Hamelin « Peter and the Wolf I
Heidi « Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
The Wizard of Oz - Dick Whittington

ISBN 0-7214-1980~-1 I

8072174198
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