










































































































































0 0 school 
1 BRIEFING 
I NATO: organisation and mission 

NATO stands for the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, 
: which was officially founded when the-North Atlantic 

Treaty was signed in 1949. Today, there are 26 member 
nations (see table below). 

Mission 

I According to the NATO Handbook, the primary mission 
of NATO is to "safeguard the freedom and security of all 
its members by political and military means". NATO 

I provides a forum for peaceful political discussionbetween 
member nations, and alIows for military cooperation 
though joint operations, training and strategic planning. 

History ' ' 

After World War 11, f3ve countries -Belgium, France, 
I Luxembourg, the Netherlands and the UK - decided to 

1 develop a joint defence system and to strengthen their 
diplomatic and military ties. Together they signed the 
Brussels Treaty in March 1948. Further negotiations with 
the United States and Canada, as well as with other 
European countries, led to the mation of a single North 
Atlantic Alliance, which the NATO handbook describes as 
"based on security guarantees and mutual commitments 
between Europe and North America". The rwulfine: North - 
Atlantic ~ r e a 6  (sometimes called the Treaty of 
Washington) was signed in April 1949. 

NATO m e m b ~ r  nations 
I Year Joined 1 Countw I 
1948 Brussels Treaty 

1949 North Atlantic Treaty 
(Treaty of Washington) 

1952 

1955 

1982 

Membership in NATO is theoretically open to any country 
in a position to "contribute to the security of the North 
Atlantic area". New countries may be invited to join 
NATO by the unanimous agreement of member nations. 

Belgium, France, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, UK 

Canada, Denmark, Iceland, Italy, Norway, 
Portugal, USA 

Greece, Turkey 

Federal Republic of Germany 

Soain 

I999 

2004 

Partnership for Peace 

Czech Republic, Hungaw Poland 

Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia 

In the post-Cold War environment of the 1990s, many 
Eastern European countries asked to join NATO. In 
response, NATO created the Partnership for Peace (PfP). 
This is not tme membership in NATO but it does allow for 
closer relations between PfP members and NATO, 
including cooperation in peacekeeping operations, joint 
military exercises, training and planning. It also serves as a 
forum between PfP members and NATO to discuss 
political issues ranging from defence to toxic waste. It may 
be possible for PfP countries to eventually join NATO as 
full members. In return, PfP countries agree: 

to respect the borders of other countries and resolve 
disagreements peacefully 
to share defence and security information 
to ensure that their military is under democratic 
control. 

In the last decade, NATO and Russia have also made 
comminnents to greater cooperation and mutual 
understanding. 

Vocabulary focus: flag officer, Billeting 
Office, syndicate 
Flag officer 
Flag officer is a term originally applied to any naval or 
coastguard officer above the rank of captain, such as 
commodore, rear admiral, vice admiral or admiral (those 
officers entitled to display a flag showing their rank). Flag 
officer is often used with the tenn general officer (which 
describes those army ranks at general or above), for 
example: An annual course* general andflag oficerrs. 
Occasionally, flag officer is used to describe an officer of 
any armed service of an equivalent command rank. 

Billeting Offiee 
The Billeting Office is the office in charge of assigning or 
arranging accommodation or housing for military 
personnel. (The word billet originally referred to the 
written order to provide quarters for military personnel, 
especially in private buildings.) Billet can be used as a 
noun, refeming to the quarters where military personnel 
are assigned to sleep, or as a verb, for example: officers and 
NCOs are generally billeted separately. 
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Now ask students to putthe words in the correct group. 
You may like to do the &st country with the class as an 
example. 




















































































































