
Feeling no pain
Ashlyn Blocker was a quiet baby. She didn’t cry even when she was hungry. At first, her parents felt lucky to have such a calm child. But then when Ashlyn was eight months old, Mr. and Mrs. Blocker noticed a problem with her eye. It was red and looked painful, so they took her to the doctor. As he checked Ashlyn, the doctor carefully touched her sore eye. Patients—especially babies and children—usually don’t like this, and they try to move away. Ashlyn didn’t do this. The doctor was surprised and, at first, he didn’t understand. But after checking, he began to realize that Ashlyn wasn’t like most other kids because Ashlyn didn’t feel pain.
You may think this sounds like a good thing—no pain means never getting hurt, right? But we feel pain for a reason. It has an important purpose: it tells us that our body has an injury or illness. Pain also helps to keep us safe. When a child touches a hot stove, the pain says “Danger!” and stops a more serious injury.
After discovering that their daughter couldn’t feel pain, the Blockers no longer felt lucky. “It was scary,” says her mother, Tara Blocker, because Ashlyn could easily injure herself and not know it. That idea was very frightening. As Ashlyn began to move around more and to walk, keeping her safe every day became more and more of a challenge.
No one had ever come to Ashlyn’s doctors with this condition*, and at first they thought she might be the only case in the world. But they found out that there were others with the condition—a whole family in Pakistan and eight other kids who lived nearer to Ashlyn in the US. 
Now doctors are studying Ashlyn and other people who don’t feel pain. They want to understand the condition and help people who have it. But they also want to understand how the body can stop pain. It may help them to develop new medicines to block pain—good news for anyone who experiences a lot of it.
What’s it like to feel no pain? Ashlyn deals with the condition well and has a happy life. She says, “It’s just me. It’s all I’ve ever known.”
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