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AUDIO SCRIPT
Unit 06		Do your best

	Track 59



1. Teachers accept that students will make mistakes as they learn English.
2. But some students are not accepting of their own imperfect English.
3. They think making mistakes means failure. 
4. They don’t want to speak until their English is perfect.
5. These students need to reject the fear of failure and start talking.
6. Successful students work hard and try to learn from their mistakes.
7. The best way to improve imperfections is to practice.
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1. Students have to show a student ID to enter the library.
2. Lucas doesn’t want to work today but he has to.
3. No, you don’t have to complete the assignment today.
4. I don’t have to get up early but I do.
5. Turn off your phone now. Everyone has to.

	Track 61



A:	What are your plans for Saturday, Jorge?
B:	[sigh] Well, I have to go to the art museum.
A:	Really? I didn’t know you liked art museums.
B:	I don’t. It’s for an assignment. Everyone in my class has to go to the museum, choose a painting or sculpture, and write a paragraph about it.

1. 	Why is the man going to the museum?
2. 	What is the problem?
3. 	What does the man have to do?
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The questions in this activity refer to the following announcement.

Attention shoppers! The store will be closing early today because of bad weather. Heavy snow is making the roads and sidewalks dangerous. And we want everyone to get home safely. The store will close at 3 pm, and stay closed tomorrow. Please check our website for Thursday’s open times. Thank you.

1. 	Where would you hear this announcement?
2. 	What is the purpose of the announcement?
3. 	When will the store open again?
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You will hear a phone conversation between a customer and a fruit seller.

A:	Good morning, thank you for calling Ideal Fruit.
B:	Hello. I’m calling to order a gift for a friend.
A:	OK. Do you know what you want to order?
B:	Yes. I saw it on your website. It’s the Macedonia Fruit Assortment.
A:	That item includes two kinds of melon, kiwi fruit, apple, pineapple, peach, and pear. Each piece of fruit is carefully chosen for its perfect shape. There are three choices for the container to hold the fruit. The first is in a hand-painted bowl, the second is a traditional basket, which is made by hand, and finally a wooden box.
B:	What are the prices for each?
A:	There is no difference.
B: 	I see. I think the bowl sounds nice.
A:	Good choice.  Now the bowl may have imperfections because it is hand-made and hand painted. That’s what makes the product unique. The perfect fruit is inside a one-of-a-kind bowl. 
B: 	And how much is it? Including shipping to Chicago?
A:	That’s $265, with insurance. That means if the item arrives with damage—any imperfections to the fruit or bowl—you don’t have to accept the delivery. We will send another.
A: 	And you guarantee that the fruit is perfect?
B:	Yes, Ideal Fruit is always perfect.
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1.
A:		Why are you choosing from the imperfect vegetables?
B:		Because they’re less expensive, and they taste the same.
A: 		But that onion looks strange.
B:		It’s OK. I’m going to cut it up and make soup!
Narrator: 	How does the speaker describe the vegetables?

2.
A:	 	Ms. Spencer, if I fail the test, can I take it again?
B:		No, Steven. When students fail a test in my class they can’t take it again.
A:	 	I’m not a perfect student, but I try hard.
B:		I know that, Steven. When students work hard, I can tell. 
Narrator:	What is the student asking about?

3.
A:	 	What are you doing this weekend?
B:		I’m going with my family to visit our cousins.
A:	Do you like visiting them?
B:	Yes, but our last visit wasn’t exactly a success. My sister got sick so we came home early.
Narrator: 	What are the speakers talking about?

4. 
A:		Hey, how was your presentation?
B:		It was perfect!
A:		Good! You were nervous about it.
B:		I know! I’m so glad it was a success!
Narrator: 	How was the woman’s presentation?
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Less Than Perfect 

Museums are famous for their great works of art. Perfect sculptures, paintings, and treasures from ancient times are what people expect to see. Usually. But one museum has an unusual exhibit of items that are imperfect. It’s called “Less Than Perfect.”

Some of the imperfect items are coins that are not circular, bottles that bend to one side, and ceramic pots that are thin on one side and thick on the other. These items are failures. Some objects in the exhibit are more than 2,000 years old, but others are more recent mistakes. They were found all over the world, and now are at the Kelsey Museum of Archaeology at the University of Michigan in the US. 

There are two important parts to the exhibit. The first is “Failed Perfection.” It includes imperfect bowls, glass, small statues, coins, and other objects. In the process of making these items, something went wrong, and the result was imperfections in the product. The artists had to reject some things because they were unsuccessful and unusable. For example, a bowl with a crack in it, or a bottle that formed without a bottom. But other imperfect items, such as small statues and coins with the image not in the center, were acceptable and people used them. 

The second part is called “Deliberate Imperfection.” With these items, the artists made them imperfect on purpose. This was often for cultural reasons. For example, some Japanese pottery from five hundred years ago has flaws on purpose because of the idea that there is beauty in imperfection. 

The museum shows these imperfect objects to make people think about what perfect meant to other cultures in different times. And to think about what people learned from these failures.
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1. When you try hard, you succeed.
2. If you learn to drive, you can use my car.
3. If you listen carefully, you can learn a lot.
4. If you don’t study, you can’t pass the test.
5. When people exercise, their health improves.
6. When I buy fruit at the farmer’s market, it tastes better.
7. When I watch movies in English, I learn new vocabulary.
8. When he doesn’t get enough sleep, he can be very rude. 
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1. If you want to relax, you should watch a good movie.
2. When you’re in a movie theater, you can forget other things and enjoy the movie.
3. If you like movies, go to the film festival.
4. When you’re at a film festival, you should see several movies.
5.  If you watch a movie in English, you can learn new vocabulary.
6. When you see a movie you like, you should tell your friends to see it.
7. When you see a movie you don’t like, you should tell your friends not to see it.
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1. For years, I had existed safely behind the scenes in politics as a fundraiser, as an organizer, but in my heart, I always wanted to run. 
2. She had never lost a race, and no one had really even run against her in a Democratic primary. But in my mind, this was my way to make a difference, to disrupt the status quo.
3. The polls, however, told a very different story. 
4. We have to show them that they will be loved and accepted not for being perfect but for being courageous. 
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1.
A:	How can I get better at this video game? 
B:	Why don’t you watch some online tutorials.

2.
A:	I’m really worried about cooking dinner for everyone this weekend.
B:	If you aren’t confident in the kitchen, try asking someone for help.

3.
A:	I always know exactly where I’m going. 
B:	I’m not sure, but I think this is the wrong way. You might need to go back to the main road.

4.
A:	This is useless. I can’t do it! 
B:	If you’re not sure about the answer, you might want to try checking it with someone.
	
5. 
A:	Oh no! I’m going to look so stupid. Everyone else is so much better than me!
B:	You look a little nervous. I think about my breathing when I’m nervous, and that may work for you.
	
6.
A:	I’ve just failed my driving test. What am I going to do?
B:	When you don’t succeed at something, you should try to do it again. 
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Listen to the example.

A: 	There’s nothing to do!
B: 	If you’re bored, you could help me clean the house.
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1. Excuse me, if you’re looking for a good place to have lunch, you might want to try ‘The Pink Orchid’. It’s got great food and beautiful views of the mountains, but it’s not expensive.

2. When your sister starts shouting, you should ask her to calm down and find out what the problem is. And if she says something unkind, try talking to your parents about it later, when she’s not around, and ask them for some help.

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]If you’re into dance music, try listening to AIR pop. It’s got some retro sounds and interesting beats.

4. I’m not sure but I think the museum’s closed on Mondays. You might need to do something else tomorrow, and go there another day.
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