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1. In some places, like the United States, good friends hug when they see each other.
2. In Latin American countries, friends kiss on the cheek when they meet.
3. In many places, when strangers meet for the first time, they shake hands. 
4. In some Asian countries, like Japan, it’s polite to bow when you meet someone.
5. Waving at someone can mean you’re saying hello or goodbye.
6. In some Asian countries like Korea, it’s not good to look people in the eyes, unless it’s your best friend or a brother, sister, or cousin who is the same age or younger than you.

	Track 50


	
A.		So, tell me about your family, Rachel. Do you have brothers and sisters?
B.		Yes, well… I have a blended family. 
A.		A blended family… what’s that?
B.	It’s when divorced people with kids get married to new people, and so their families mix together. 
A.		Oh. 
B.	So… my mom and dad got divorced 10 years ago. I was 7 and my brother Dan was 15. A few years ago, my mom married a new guy named Steve. Steve had two kids from his first marriage—a son, Max, and a daughter, April. Then, just last year, my stepdad and my mom had a new baby, Olivia. 
A.	OK. Wow. So you have a full brother, a stepbrother, a stepsister, and a 
half-sister.
B.	Right. But that’s not all. My brother got married last year, and he and his wife Amanda have a baby boy named Jared.
A.		Oh… so your half-sister and your nephew are the same age.
B.		Yeah, it’s crazy, right? Olivia is Jared’s aunt! And they’re both babies.

	Track 51



1. I've already selected my outfit for the party. 
2.  I learned how to dance from my father.
3.  Have you tasted the cake yet?
4.  My uncle photographed the football team.
5.  I tried to invite her, but she said no.
6.  Everyone at the celebration looked great!
7.  We haven't celebrated yet. 
8.  My aunt was sick so she stayed home.

	Track 52



1.
A:		I'd like to invite you to the party, but it's only for family. 
B: 		That's ok, I totally understand. 

2. 
A: 		Are you busy on Saturday night? We're having a celebration.
B:		I'd love to come, but I've already made other plans. 

3. 
A:	We're having a birthday dinner on the 15th for friends and family. Can you make it?
B:	 	I need to check my schedule. 

4. 
A: 		Has John invited you to his party yet?
B:	He has, but I told him that I had something else going on. I'm not crazy about John.

5. 
A:		Are you around on Sunday afternoon?
B:	 	Why?
A:		We're having a picnic in the park. Would you like to come?
B:	 	Sure. That sounds great. 

6. 
A:	 	Everyone's going to the celebration. Would you like to come?
B:		When is it? I'm really busy right now. 
A:	 	Friday night. 
B:		Um, yeah, I think I can make it.

	Track 53



I recently graduated from high school. We had a fantastic celebration with family and friends. And to be honest, it was both sad and happy for me. Sad because I'm leaving a lot of people that I have known for years. Happy because a whole new period in my life is beginning.

I've been accepted to three different universities. I haven't decided on one yet, but they're all good. I feel really lucky. And my parents are really supportive. They want me to follow my dreams. My mother told me that she'll be proud of me no matter what I decide to do. 

It's impossible to predict the future, but I feel really good about things. I'm healthy, I have a wonderful family, and I feel like almost anything is possible. I'd better stop talking before I get too emotional. 

	Track 54



Look at photo number 1.

a. These men are teammates.
b. These men are teachers.
c. These men are students.
d. These men are unhappy.

Look at photo number 2.
a. The graduates are hugging.
b. The graduates are best friends.
c. The graduates are shaking hands.
d. The graduates are waving.

Look at photo number 3.
a. She is my aunt.
b. She is my best friend.
c. She is my student.
d. She is my teammate.

Look at photo number 4.
a. She bows to greet someone.
b. She bows to kiss someone.
c. She shakes hands to greet someone.
d. She says hello to a stranger.
	Track 55


		
Going Walkabout

Imagine waking up in the morning alone, hundreds of miles away from anyone you know, with no supplies, in the middle of a desert. This is what one day of “going walkabout” is like for a young [Yol-un-goo] Yolngu, or Australian aboriginal, boy. The [Yol-un-goo] Yolngu have lived in Australia for approximately 60,000 years. In fact, they and other aboriginal people lived on the continent of Australia for tens of thousands of years without seeing people from any other places. The land was theirs. As a result, they respect tradition and have a strong connection to the land.

One of their oldest traditions is called “going walkabout” in English. The [Yol-un-goo] Yolngu and other aboriginal clans, or family groups, believe that invisible trails, called songlines, cover the land. According to their beliefs, songlines are secret pathways that follow the journeys made by ancestral spirits as they created the earth. These ancestors sang names for everything that crossed their paths, and, in the process, created and named everything in the world. Aboriginal people consider songlines to be the footprints of their ancestors.

Going walkabout is a coming of age event for 12–13-year-old aboriginal boys. When young males “go walkabout,” they follow the songlines of their ancestors. They sing traditional songs in order to navigate, or find their way, as they walk. And they often walk very far. Some boys travel up to 1,000 miles, without any supplies, in the six months of a typical walkabout. They need to develop important skills in order to make the journey. The goal of going walkabout is to be able to survive alone in the wild just as their ancestors did.

Before they go walkabout, boys learn about songlines from the older people in the clan. Some walk parts of their ancestral songlines with their father, grandfather, or another male relative or friend. They learn to use songlines as a kind of map. They use the songs to identify parts of the landscape, such as caves or hills, and to connect to the stories that their ancestors have told for thousands of years. 

When the boys return from going walkabout, they celebrate with their families and friends. They have made the passage from childhood into the adult world. They have already proven that they can take care of themselves during the six months of going walkabout, and that they’re ready for new responsibilities.

	Track 56


Hi. I'm going to talk to you today about laughter, and uh I just want to start by thinking about the first time I can ever remember noticing laughter. This is when I was a little girl. I would've been about six. And I came across my parents doing something unusual, where they were laughing. They were laughing very, very hard. They were lying on the floor laughing. They were screaming with laughter. I did not know what they were laughing at, but I wanted in. I wanted to be part of that, and I kind of sat around at the edge going, "Hoo hoo!" (Laughter) Now, incidentally, what they were laughing at was a song which people used to sing, which was based around signs in toilets on trains telling you what you could and could not do in toilets on trains. And the thing you have to remember about the English is, of course, we do have an immensely sophisticated sense of humor. (Laughter)
	Track 57


1.
A. 	Hey Marta, are you busy next Saturday?
B.	I’m not sure. Why?
A. 	Well, I’m having a party at my house. Can you come?
B. 	Oh sure, I’d love to. What time should I come over?
A. 	Any time after 8.

2.
A. 	Are you around on Sunday?
B. 	It depends. I usually hang out with my family in the afternoon.
A. 	Well, a few of us are going hiking. Want to come? 
B. 	Um. I’ll have to ask my parents first. Can I let you know later?
A. 	Yeah, just text me, OK?

3.
A. 	Jane, have fun playing at the concert tonight!
B. 	Thanks! Would you like to come and hear the band?
A. 	I can’t make it. But thank you for inviting me.
B. 	No problem. 

4.
A. 	Hey, listen. Are you doing anything on Tuesday night?
B.	I don’t think so. Why?
A. 	There’s this new skate meet at the youth club.
B. 	Oh yeah? That sounds great.
A. 	It starts at 7.
B. 	Cool! I’ll be there!

5.
A. 	Hey Lucy! I just wondered, you haven’t replied to see the play my brother’s starring in.
B. 	Oh yeah, I need to check my schedule. One sec.
A. 	Sure.
B. 	Yeah, I thought so. Thanks for inviting me, but I’m afraid I’ve got something else on.
A. 	Oh, that’s too bad.
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Listen to the sample response.
A great invitation I’ve received recently was from my best friend, Jonas. We’ve been friends since we were in kindergarten, so we know each other really well, and the invitation was to a party for his sixteenth birthday. It sound’s great, he’s having the party at an amazing live music venue where loads of cool bands play. Lots of famous groups started out performing there, so it’s going to be a great night! When he asked if I was around, at first I joked with him and said I’d already got something else on. He looked a bit disappointed but I started smiling and he knew I was just messing with him. So I said that of course I’d love to go. Sixteen is a really important birthday, and I hope Jonas and me will always be best friends, so of course I want to celebrate with him, whatever the party is. But you know, this is going to be one awesome party, so I’m really looking forward to it. All of our friends are coming and two of them are in bands, so they’re going to play, as well as some other local groups, and there’s a DJ, so it’s going to be a late night, but I’m sure we’ll have lots of fun!
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