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AUDIO SCRIPT

Unit 10	Remote Control	
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1. Electronic money is stored in Kenyan's cell phones. 
2. Birds were used by the Roman army to send messages.
3. The technology was developed by scientists in Germany.
4. The first phone call was made by Alexander Graham Bell.
5. AI, or artificial intelligence, is found in most smartphones. 
6. Sometimes new technologies are invented by accident.
7. The car was driven by an intelligent computer.
8. The iPhone was launched by Apple in 2007.
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1.
I can use it from almost anywhere in the house. If I need to make a copy, scan a document or send a fax, it's really convenient. Sometimes I use it to print photos, but I haven't been happy with the quality of the images. And the other thing that I'm not happy about is the cost of the ink – it's expensive!
2.
I don't have a bank account or a checkbook or any credit cards. I don't like carrying bills and coins around with me because there are some thieves in my village. This gives me a lot more security and I can use it to buy things when I need them. It's made my life a lot easier. 
3.
I mean, it's really almost impossible to imagine. Nobody is in control of the vehicle? Is there even a steering wheel? Do you just tell it where you want to go? I really don't know if I trust a computer enough to put my life in its hands. Maybe I'm old-fashioned, but I think I prefer to have a bit more control.
4.
It's really like having a supercomputer in your pocket. I use it to keep all my contact information for friends, family and business colleagues. Not to mention, hundreds of songs and photos. And my calendar! The only problem is that I spend too much time texting and on social media. I'd like to cut back but it's really tough. 
5.
A machine that can think? It sounds like something from a science fiction movie. But when you think about it, we're already using them every day. I am always talking to my phone – asking for directions, getting information I need, making calls. I guess I forget sometimes that I'm talking to a machine and it understands what I say. Not one hundred percent of the time, but pretty good. 
6.
My cousin lost his job recently. It's not that he wasn't doing a good job. It's just that the company is always looking for ways to save money and decided that it would be less expensive to have a machine do the same work my cousin was doing. Some people call it progress, but it's not progress for my cousin. 
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A:		Can I help you?
B:	Yes, I want to buy a new laptop. The one I’m using is five years old and it’s slowing down.
A:	I understand. Five years is about as long as you get from the Optimum 3.0 model you have there. If you like the Optimum 3.0 I can show you the latest Optimum laptop.
B:		OK. I’d like to see it.
A:	This is the Optimum 5.0. It has a 15-inch screen. It’s a little larger than the model you have. The battery lasts longer, and there are the standard two USB ports.
B:	It’s not much different than what I have, only newer. Can you show me some laptops with other features?
A:	Sure. This one made by Vertex has a 17.3-inch screen. That’s the largest screen available. It’s great for graphics and design. Vertex is very popular with graphic artists.
B:	It’s a very big screen. That one is too large for me to carry to school in my backpack every day.
A:	OK, something smaller then. The ilet 4 has the smallest screen available, just 11.6 inches. Customers like the ilet 4 because they can easily use it on the bus or train. It’s light and very portable.
B:	Which laptop’s battery lasts the longest? There are not enough places to charge my laptop at school.
A:	Oh, a long-life battery. The Plintar’s battery is the best. It lasts for days without charging. 
B:		Can you tell me the price of the Plintar… [fade]

	Track 107



A:	I just got a letter from my grandmother. She's taking a yoga class. And she sent me a check for fifty dollars.
B:	Nice! (slight pause) Your grandmother is so cool. I love the fact that she's still so active.
A:	Yeah, she's really inspiring to me. She takes very good care of herself and is involved in all sorts of different things. 
B:		Do you see her often? 
A:		No, she lives pretty far away and it's very difficult to stay in touch. 
B:		Why's that?
A:	Well, if you can believe it, the only phone she has is a landline in her house. If she's not home I can't get in touch with her. 
B:		Or text her or send pictures. Can you at least send her an email? 
A:	Nope. She was given a laptop for her birthday, but she has never learned to use it. I don't think she's ever even turned it on. 
B:		Wow! Maybe you could help her learn, you know, enter the modern age. 
A:	She says that she has zero interest. She says that all she sees in the world now is people with their noses stuck in their phones. She’s right, I guess. She said that when she was growing up people actually talked to each other. And when you wanted to see somebody you actually had to visit. 
B:	I guess all this technology is normal for people our age. All of the stuff we use today was invented when she was already pretty old.
A:	Yeah, she says that I wouldn't recognize a phone booth or know how to dial a phone. Or use a record player! Most of the technology she grew up with is gone now. One thing is that she has voicemail so I can leave her a message. 
B:		Well, that's something at least.
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Listen to the conversation and answer the questions.

What does the girl find inspiring about her grandmother?
What problem does the girl have?
Why is it difficult for the girl to stay in touch with her grandmother?
What does the granddaughter imply when she says this: “She was given a laptop for her birthday, but she has never learned to use it. I don't think she's ever even turned it on.”
What does the boy suggest the girl might do?
What does the grandmother see happening in the world?
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Flight of the RoboBees

It’s a bee! It’s a robot! It’s a RoboBee! A what? A RoboBee is a flying robot that’s roughly the size of a bee or small flying insect. Like real bees, RoboBees can rise from a surface and hang in midair. They can be programmed to do tasks. They’re small enough to go places real bees go and do the work of real bees.

The RoboBee was developed by electrical engineering professor and roboticist Robert Wood and his team at the Microrobotics Lab at Harvard University. Wood, who is also a National Geographic Explorer, is concerned about the fact that bee colonies all over the world are disappearing and bee populations are dropping dangerously. Why does that matter? Even if you don’t eat honey, honeybee pollination is incredibly important for so much of the food we eat.

Although RoboBees weren’t developed to replace bees, roboticists like Wood believe that in the future these tiny robots might be used to pollinate a field of crops if there were a bee shortage. With two very thin wings that move rapidly—120 times per second—RoboBees can take off, and then hover in place, set down briefly, and then lift off again move to another place, as real bees do. 

Robotic bees won’t replace real bees, and we shouldn’t expect them to. We still need to focus on efforts to save those vitally important creatures. But tremendous progress in the field of robotics is being made, and RoboBees are one example of how technology can help us solve problems.	
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Alright, Sam, I'm going to record from your brain. 
So I'm going to stand over here, and I'm going to open up our app here. 
Do you guys want to see some more? 
	
Miguel, alright. You’re going to stand right here. 
So I'm going to find your ulnar nerve, which is probably right around here. 

	Track 111


	
A:	Wow, this is a difficult question, where to start? Obviously one good thing about smartphones is that the internet is now everywhere. It’s in your pocket and not stuck to a cable.
B:	That’s definitely true; imagine what it was like before! With smartphones you can get information and music anywhere you want. But that can be a problem because we kind of depend on smartphones too much.
A:		Really? Why do you say that?
B:	Well, when we don’t have a data signal – we become sort of helpless. For example, it’s not normal to ask for directions or to learn to read maps anymore, so without directions on our phone we’re really lost.
A:	You’re right that it doesn’t develop some of these old skills, but we can do so much more now that we’re connected. Social media really started working after smartphones became popular, and it’s good because it’s connecting people through news and interests so we know a lot more about the world.
B:	Well, yes, on the one hand with a smartphone you are more connected to the world, but on the other hand there’s no filter---anyone can say anything.
A:		Yeah, and they do. 
B:	And you have to deal with trolling and online bullying too, so one bad thing about smartphones is that it feels like there’s no escape from other people, and we all need time by ourselves to think and reflect.
A:	You know, I don’t feel like I ever get enough space from other people. I think I’m going to start leaving my phone off more and just get away from everyone to have a bit more time for myself.
B:		Yeah, me too. But remember to keep it close in case you need it!
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A:	OK, well, some things everyone can do, like writing, and I think it’s an important skill to be able to write, instead of just typing on a computer.
B:	That’s true, but one good thing about typing is we can make changes and it looks clearer too.
A:	Yeah, on the one hand typing is good for writing essays and reports, but on the other hand, research shows that when we write study notes by hand it helps us to remember things better than typing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]B:	Yeah, all the muscles working together with the brain. OK, so, what about painting, like in the picture?
A:	I haven’t learned to paint, but Photoshop is good because I can make any photo look like a painting really quickly.
B:	Sorry, but I don’t think so. In my opinion, painting is about capturing the feeling of a situation, and one bad thing about technology is that it can’t understand human feelings.
A:	Well, you’re right there, I guess. Maybe that’s why art is so expensive. But one good thing about technology is that you can make copies of famous pictures so everyone can enjoy them.
B:	Yeah, that’s true, art is so expensive. And cameras are good because I have a photo of my family as the home screen on my phone, and I couldn’t paint that myself!
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