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Unit 08	Buyer’s Choice		
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1. fishnet
2. plastic bags
3. skateboard
4. recycling program
5. surfboard
6. fishing boat
7. self-esteem
8. electric car
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A:		Have you seen the TED Talk that features Melati and Isabel Wijsen? 
B:		No, not yet. Who are they?
A:	Well, they're two young women from Bali who started a campaign to ban all plastic bags on their island.
B:		Really? Is that a problem there? I always think of Bali as a tropical paradise.
A:	It's a huge problem. Almost none of the plastic bags people use get recycled. And it's having a terrible impact on the environment, especially the ocean. 
B:	You never think when you go shopping about the big impact all these small choices have on a beautiful island like Bali.
A:		Yeah, an island which depends on tourism for much of its economy. 
B:	You know, I think it's really great when people see a problem and actually try to do something about it. 
A:		I agree. People that take action can be very inspiring.
B:		It makes me feel like I should be doing more in my own community.
A:	I know what you mean. Listening to these two young women really got me thinking.
B:	Listen, let's do some research and see what some of the biggest issues are, you know, challenges which are affecting our community. 
A:		That's a great idea. And then get involved and actually do something. 
B:	My self-esteem has improved already! (both laugh) But seriously, I want to be somebody who makes a real difference. 
A:		I hear you. Let's get to work. 
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Have you ever heard of Trash Island? That's what some people call the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. This island, or patch, is a massive collection of garbage brought together by the ocean currents. Current describes the constant movement of the ocean. The trash travels primarily from North America and Asia. Scientists estimate that it is larger than the state of Texas in the United States. 

Most of the trash in the patch is plastic – bags, bottles, sandals, you name it. But the majority of the trash is old fishing nets that have been thrown away by fishermen. The problem with all this plastic is that it doesn't biodegrade. Biodegrade means to break down naturally without damage to the environment. Plastic just breaks down into smaller pieces. And it's important to remember that plastic is manufactured with many chemicals that are harmful to the environment. All this plastic is a danger for sea life and the quality of the ocean water. 

Several international organizations are working to stop the garbage patch from getting any bigger, but no country has made serious plans to deal with the problem—probably because the problem is far away from any country's coastline. And, unfortunately, there isn't a lot of information and news about the patch so many people aren't even aware that the problem exists. 

So what can we do? Most importantly, try to avoid using disposable plastic. Use biodegradable or reusable materials. Many companies are already making the change away from plastics. And some countries no longer allow the use of plastic bags. If you have to use plastic, make sure that you recycle.
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Do You Buy It?

Do you like to go shopping? Do you shop only for things you need, or do you sometimes shop for things you want but can’t afford? Have you ever felt like buying something because you wanted to fit in? If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, then you’re just like a lot of other young people! Young people between the ages of 13 and 19 are one of the biggest demographic groups out there for marketers and advertisers. That’s because many teenagers are still figuring out what they want to be or to have, so they’re willing to experiment with the things they buy.

How do advertisers try to convince you to buy what they’re selling?  Advertisers and marketers want to get your attention, and convince you that you need a product, so that you’ll buy it. Brands that try to appeal to teens often use the insecurities many teens feel. They know that teens generally want to fit in, and that they want others to think they are attractive. And because they know that teens are very aware of the importance of peer groups, advertisers sometimes try to get teenagers to trust their advice on what to have or how to look.

What can you do to protect yourself from marketing and advertisements like this? Think about what advertisements are trying to tell you and how they are doing it. If you could buy what they’re selling, would it really make you happy? Is the product itself really appealing, or does its appeal come from the models and scenery used to present it? Another thing to look out for is called “product placement.” Advertisers and marketers try to show off their products in video games, movies, on television shows, or with websites that are popular with teens. They want young consumers to think, “Oh, those are the shoes that I saw on TV last night!” Think about it the next time you are watching television and a character holds a container of orange juice or a can of soda. Can you see the brand name? That is an example of product placement. 

Remember, you don’t have to let advertisers tell you who you are! Who you are isn’t determined by what you buy or own.
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A: Also, at the International Airport of Bali, one of our supporters are planning to start a plastic bag-free policy by 2016.
B: Stop handing out free plastic bags and bring in your own reusable bag is our next message to change that mindset of the public.
A: Our short-term campaign, "One Island / One Voice," is all about this. We check and recognize the shops and restaurants that have declared themselves a plastic bag-free zone, and we put this sticker at their entrance and publish their names on social media and some important magazines on Bali. And conversely, that highlights those who do not have the sticker.
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1. Science has proven that smoking causes cancer.
2. My heart tells me that we should take care of animals.
3. If we recycled more of the plastic we use, then less trash would go into the ocean.
4. Leaving our children a healthy planet is the right thing to do.
5. How would you feel if there was advertising everywhere you went?
6. It’s wrong to let people suffer from curable diseases.
7. Think of the animals that live in the ocean. They get trapped in the trash and die.
8. Research shows that the Earth is getting warmer.
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Question 1 Sample Answer
		
Research shows that global temperatures have risen in a way that only human action could cause, and the sea temperature has gone so high that coral is dying everywhere. Taking responsibility for climate change is the right thing to do.

Question 2 Sample Answer

If you stop immigration, then lots of businesses don’t have the workers with the skills they need, which means businesses make less money and more people become unemployed. My heart tells me that society must be open and welcoming to immigrants.
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Activity 4 Sample Answer
I don’t really enjoy shopping in general, so I shop when I need things. And I don’t spend much time shopping. For example, I don’t go to the mall for the whole day on a Saturday. I have friends who like to do that sometimes. They enjoy going to stores just to look around. I’ve gone with them once or twice, but it wasn’t much fun. The only place where I don’t mind shopping is a book store. In a good book store, I can spend a long time looking at books. I like to see what books are available. Also, when I need a gift for someone, I go to a book store to look for a book they might enjoy.

	Track 91



At one time, it was believed that independent stores could not survive because of large chain stores. While it remains true that independents face challenges, many have found creative ways of attracting new business. 

The key point is to reach customers in ways that huge retail chains cannot. For example, as often as they want, independent stores can change their layout and keep the shop floor looking fresh and interesting, which provides a more enjoyable experience for shoppers. Chains, on the other hand, have to follow company rules on these things.

They can offer much more personalized customer service than their larger competitors. Independent store owners can speak directly to their customers, find out what type of items they really want, and immediately order those items. Products in independent stores may cost more than those in chain stores, but they have the added benefit of being different, or even unique. This appeals to many people who prefer to pay a little more for something special. 

In addition, independent stores are usually owned by local people, so they take a greater interest in community matters. Building meaningful relationships with locals has led to increased support for small independent stores.
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