
Saving the Surf
Ben Kneppers and Dave Stover love the ocean. And they love it most of all when they’re on their surfboards. For them, there’s nothing better than a day out on the waves. Unfortunately, when they go surfing, they often find lots of trash—plastic bags, bottles, and boxes—and also old fishnets. And of course this makes them unhappy. But they know that if you just complain, the world won’t change on its own, so they decided to take action. Ben and Dave got together with a friend who also loves the ocean and surfing—Kevin Ahearn. They started a business in Chile, one of their favorite surfing destinations. They named their company Bureo, which means the waves in a native Chilean language, and it designs, produces, and sells skateboards.
What’s the connection between skateboards and plastic garbage in the ocean? Fishnets are made of plastic. When workers on fishing boats need to throw away old or damaged nets, they usually just drop them into the sea. It’s easy to do, and there’s no easy way to get rid of them—until now. Bureo has set up a fishnet recycling program that makes it easy to get rid of old nets. Instead of throwing them out of the boat and into the water, fishermen can leave their old nets at Bureo’s recycling centers. This is almost as easy as throwing them into the sea, and the local fishermen are happy to help clean up the ocean. Bureo has a factory in Chile which turns the old nets into plastic material to make skateboards. If Bureo wasn’t doing this work, tons of old fishnets would end up in the water as pollution. The company turns plastic garbage into something people want to buy.
Bureo sells its boards over the Internet and also delivers them to shops in the US, Chile, Japan, and Switzerland. Skaters everywhere love them not only because they’re great skateboards, but also because they know that Bureo is cleaning up the ocean, one old fishnet at a time.
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The first skateboards
appeared in the 1940s,
probably in Paris. A
woman named Betty
Magnuson reported seeing
French children riding
them in 1944, when she
was working there. They
made them by putting
wheels on the bottom of
old pieces of wood.
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